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BEAUTIFYING CITY PARKS 


T HE) Rittenhouse Square'ImpcoTement As¬ 
sociation is making satisfactory prog¬ 
ress in its work of transforming one of 
the commonplace city parks into a thing of 
beauty which wlH be a Joy long after its 
projectprs have passed to their final reward.' 

A gene'ral plan' has been outlined by members 
of the association, comprising residents of -the 
neighborhood, which will cost in the aggre- I i 
gate about ^30,000. This money has, or. will 
be, raised’ by private subscription, and the j 
enterprise is entirely a' public-spirited one | ^ 
that VIH entail no' drain on the city treas- * u 
iiry. The plans provide for new paths, bush- ja 
es and trees, together with a balustrade sur- o 
rounding the central portion, which will be ar- | 
tistically arranged in the form of a plaza. In j 
the centre of the square is to be a beautlfnl ; w 
fountain, with a pool coping of limestone.,! 
From this children may float small boats, as ’ 
is done in the pools of the Paris Monceau of 
Parts, on the lines of which the new Rit- | 
teahouse Square is being modeled. 

The improvements in this section are being 
made in harmony with the character of the 1 ^^ 
neighborhood, but there is no good reason ) 
why public-spirited citizens may "not do the I tj 
same thing, possibly on another scale, in 11 ] 
other parts of the city. The municipality, of . 
course, is doing its share when it furnishes * 
the large open plot of ground for the park 
and when it plants trees and makes paths and Ii 
furnishes the ordinary conveniences. - But 
why would it not be a good idea for wealthy . 
Philadelphians to spend their, money in mak- fl 
ing these places more beautiful? The public 
spirit exists among our people to a wonderful ' ,7 
extent, and there is no doubt that many of 
them wqnld be willing to contribute to such a^^ 
purpose If they were convinced that It was In J 
the public welfare. The necessities of munlc- j 
ipal life we have before us always, but there | 
are other things that contribute to the Joy of : P 
living, and among them are the beauties of j 
art and nature. 

The inqirovements at Rittenhouse Square 
are a good thing, not only for that section of ^ 
the city, but also for the Incentive they should f. 
give to wealthy philanthropists to go and do '-•< 
likewise in other parts of Philadelphia. “ 
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